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and secondary education in the Presi-
dent’s proposal is about $1.6 billion.
Again, that is not the robust, huge
sums that we need to start an edu-
cational revolution in conjunction with
the States.

If you look at the President’s pro-
posal, his commitment to Reading
First, which is his literacy program, is
$900 million. That is far above what we
are spending for literacy now. If that
commitment is made, then less than $1
billion would be available for all the
other programs, including title I, new
testing provisions, teacher quality,
safe schools, and afterschool programs.

So we really have to ask ourselves, is
there anything beyond the rhetoric, be-
yond the rhetoric?

Are there resources that are going to
go into this educational reform? If we
don’t commit the money, then this will
be an exercise that will be ineffective
in addressing the reality of the public
education problem in this country.

I believe we have to have real edu-
cation reform. I believe we can do it.
We should build on the success of the
past. We should recognize that we al-
ready have in place accountability pro-
visions of title I schools upon which we
can build. But we also have to do other
things such as reinvigorate our direct
support of library materials. We have
to ensure that there is effective paren-
tal involvement. We have to provide
teachers with sustained, effective, and
intensive mentoring and professional
development, as well as provide prin-
cipals with effective leadership train-
ing. We have to help schools and com-
munities work together to address not
just the educational challenges of chil-
dren but some of the health care and
social challenges that detract from
their education. We can do this, and we
should do this.

I hope over the next several weeks
and months, throughout the delibera-
tions on the Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education Act, we will come to-
gether on an elementary and secondary
education development plan that will
be significant and meaningful, that
will be built on our past success, and
that will assist States and localities,
and that we will find the funds nec-
essary to translate our words into
deeds. By doing so, we will realize edu-
cational improvement in America and
ensure well-educated young people who
can not only man the increasingly
complex positions in our economy but
continue to be citizens who will sustain
and move the country forth.

I yield the floor. I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my
capacity as a Member from the State of
Wyoming, I ask unanimous consent to
dispense with the quorum call. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, the Senate stands in recess
until the hour of 2:15 p.m.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:46 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m.

Whereupon, the Senate, at 2:15 p.m.,
reassembled when called to order by
the Presiding Officer (Mr. INHOFE).

————
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate is in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

In my capacity as a Senator from the
State of Oklahoma, I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

MEASURE READ THE FIRST
TIME—S. 397

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I have a
bill at the desk, and I ask for its con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will read the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 397) to amend the Defense Base
Closure Realignment Act of 1990 to authorize
additional rounds of base closures and re-
alignments under that act in 2003 and 2005, to
modify certain authorities relating to clo-
sures and realignments under that Act, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona is recognized.

Mr. McCAIN. I thank the Chair.

(The remarks of Mr. MCCAIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 397 are
located in today’s RECORD under
“Statements on Introduced Bills and
Joint Resolutions.””)

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I suggest
the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWNBACK). Without objection, it is so
ordered.

The

———

NATIONAL ENERGY SECURITY ACT
OF 2001

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise
to congratulate my colleague, Senator
MURKOWSKI, for his efforts in devel-
oping the National Energy Security
Act of 2001. This act represents a col-
lection of critically important actions;
actions that can move the Nation be-
yond the almost perpetual energy cri-
ses that we’ve experienced in the last
few years.
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Our Nation has not followed or even
developed a comprehensive energy
strategy for far too long. We’ve all paid
the price for that omission. Major
changes in energy availability and
prices are devastating the lives of
many of our citizens.

We have seen o0il prices gyrate in the
last two years by over three times. At
one extreme, we destroyed much of our
ability to develop new o0il and gas
wells. At the other extreme, we im-
pacted the Nation’s economy. And
throughout the last few years. we have
prohibited exploration and utilization
of public lands that could have been
impacting some of our most critical
shortages.

Natural gas prices have more than
tripled just this year in many parts of
the country. The impact on millions of
our citizens has created another major
crisis.

We have seen the economy of Cali-
fornia, the sixth largest economy when
compared to all the nations of the
world, brought to its knees by the re-
cent energy shortages. Blackouts have
struck in unpredictable patterns, dis-
rupting lives. Unfortunately, California
is only the first of many areas that are
likely to be impacted by the lack of
past coherent policy.

It has been terribly frustrating to me
to recognize that most of these prob-
lems were caused by our own actions,
or lack of actions. We have had help
falling into these traps, of course, from
OPEC for example. But much of these
problems are completely predictable.
Actions could and absolutely should
have been taken to drastically miti-
gate the severity of the impacts.

I appreciate that Senator MURKOWSKI
has taken care in his bill to recognize
and emphasize that there is no one
““silver bullet” to solve our nation’s en-
ergy problems. His bill creates opportu-
nities for all of the major energy
sources to maximize their contribution
to our nation’s energy needs; that’s the
only credible approach to the severity
of the current issues.

His bill recognizes that no single en-
ergy source represents a vast untapped
resource, ready for immediate exploi-
tation. It recognizes that solutions
have to include options that impact
our needs in the near term, like more
natural gas and safe pipelines, as well
as approaches that have much longer
lead times, like nuclear power and re-
newables. And while natural gas en-
ables relatively near term impacts
with only modest pollution concerns, it
is a finite resource and any credible na-
tional energy policy has to address a
future without readily obtained sup-
plies of natural gas.

Solutions have to build on our exist-
ing major national energy providers,
like the coal and nuclear plants that
provide more than 70 percent of our
electricity today. And where these
large providers have risk areas, like air
emissions from coal and a credible na-
tional strategy for spent nuclear fuel,
we must work diligently to address the



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-21T11:09:17-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




